[Ceruloplasmin gene expression in silicotic rat lung].
In order to investigate the existence of extrahepatic ceruloplasmin (Cp) gene expression during silicotic process, molecular hybridization technique including dot blotting, in situ hybridization and Northern blotting was used. Twenty one days after silica dust intratracheal injection, Cp mRNA was detectable in lung, which was nearly double the content of that in the control (saline injection). In situ hybridization and Northern blotting revealed that the alveolar macrophages in silicosis could express Cp mRNA. It is concluded that lung is a prominent site for Cp gene expression during silicosis and Cp may play a previously unknown role in pulmonary injury or repair.